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SDCC Board Meeting Minutes 
Monday, October 13, 2014 
 
 
ATTENDANCE:   
 
Board Members Present: Alice Stanley – President, Mary Pat O’Gorman – Vice President, Cheryl 
Adelstein – Treasurer, Molly Rater – Secretary, Nate Johnson, Joe Keaveny, Jeff Mugg, Katie Wilson. 
  
Board Members Absent: Gayle Evans, Gene Hoefel, Dan Hudspeth, Marquisha Lawrence, Eric 
Trudo. 
 
Staff:  Liz Pund, Executive Director; Kelcy Siddall, Community Engagement Coordinator; David 
Whiteman, Staff. 
 
Visitors: Lyda Krewson – 28th Ward Alderman; Jo Ann Rankins-Cannon, 26th Ward Neighborhood 
Improvement Specialist; Andy Cross - Beautification Committee Chair; Gary Boehnke – SDCHC 
Executive Director; Lana Stein.  
 
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by President Alice Stanley at 7:06 PM.  
 
Minutes:  The September Minutes were reviewed. Mary Pat made a motion to accept the Minutes, 
Katie seconded the motion, and it carried.  

 
Financials:  

The Balance Sheet as of September 30, 2014, Budget vs. Actual Report through September were 
presented and discussed.      

Cash Balances as of September 30 were as follows: 

Operating Account  $ 53,186 
     Master Plan  $   5,009 
Debit Card   $      938 
CDA Account   $          3 
WEAC Account  $ 10,098 
Brick Account   $   2,163   
Reserve Account   $ 10,016  
Total    $ 81,414 

   
Joe made a motion to approve the Financial Report, Mary Pat seconded the motion, and it carried.   
 
 
Staff Report September 8 – October 13, 2014 

 
Recent Events 

 Better Block Project – Saturday, September 13 (12noon-4pm) 

 SD 6th Annual Homecoming – Saturday, October 4 (7pm-11pm) 

 Energy Efficiency Workshop – Saturday, October 11 (12pm-3pm) 
 
Upcoming Events 

 Food Drive – Saturday, October 25 (10am) 

 Wintermarkt – Saturday, December  (12pm-3pm) 
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Urban Design & Development Plan   

 H3 has finished the plan and it is being presented to the SDCC Board today. 
 

2014 Rise Collaborative Grant – Wabash Station Visioning Session 

In collaboration with Citizens for Modern Transit, SDCC was awarded a $12,500 grant to promote 
the revitalization of the Wabash Station as the primary access to the Delmar MetroLink entrance. 

 David Whiteman is preparing a report on the process and outcome of the Visioning 
Session which will complete our grant obligations. 

 Our total costs incurred thus far are approximately $2,600 less than the grant amount. Rise 
has advised us to continue seeing this project through and will continue reimbursing us for 
time spent on furthering a development at the Wabash Station through the end of the year. 
 

East Loop Community Improvement District (CID)  

SDCC is acting as facilitator / agent to administer the creation of a CID for the East Loop. 

 Steering committee is in the process of collecting signatures on the CID petition. 
 

Better Block Project 

As part of our 2014 CDA funding, SDCC will organize and produce a Better Block program to 
demonstrate potential community improvements to Des Peres Avenue.   

 The event took place on Saturday, September 13, 2014 from 12-4pm and was a big 
success, with an estimated attendance of 450-500. 

 Attendees and volunteers expressed enthusiasm for all of the mocked-up improvements. 

 The Dog Park and Bike Path collected many names of people who want to help see those 
projects move forward. 

 The Better Block Planning Team held its final wrap-up meeting on September 30. 

 Received significant publicity for the neighborhood including the Fox 2 Morning Show, the 
West End Word, Feast Magazine’s weekly Edible Weekend Update email, and a city-wide 
blast on Nextdoor.com 

 

Energy Efficiency Workshop 

As part of our 2014 CDA funding, SDCC will organize and produce an Energy  Efficiency 
Workshop.   

 Workshop was held Saturday October 11, 2014 from 12-3pm. 

 Coordinated a 3-hour workshop with presenters from Ameren, Laclede, Trailnet, the 
Earthways Center at the Missouri Botanical Garden, SmartHouse Home Performance 
Experts, StraightUp Solar, and the Urban League. 

 Secured giveaways to encourage increased attendance, including free CFL lightbulbs for all 
attendees, a free furnace tune-up, a free home energy audit, and two Ameren gift cards. 

 Heavily marketed the event throughout the neighborhood and to the West End 
Neighborhood. 

Homecoming 

This is SDCC’s sixth year coordinating this large annual fundraising event, which is a significant 
source of income for the Council. This year’s event will be held in Joe’s Café and will feature music 
by Javier Mendoza and food from Salt & Smoke, Park Avenue Coffee, and Ted Drewes. 

 Held on Saturday, October 4 with about 130 people in attendance. 

 Gross income was equivalent to 2013 totals: approximately $12,000.  

Bike St. Louis – Des Peres Avenue 
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Bike St. Louis, a collaboration between Great Rivers Greenway and the City of St. Louis, has 
identified Des Peres Avenue as a “bike boulevard” and will make cyclist-friendly infrastructure 
improvements in fall 2014. 

 Over the last few weeks, Bike St Louis has widened the eastern sidewalk on Des Peres 
between Forest Park Parkway and Pershing, and created two narrow cut-throughs at the 
northern Des Peres cul-de-sac for pedestrians and cyclists. 

 Work is planned to be complete in the coming weeks. 

 

Community Supported Agriculture 

 Lee Farms’ 20-week farm share season has come to an end.  

 Meat and eggs will be made available to interested neighbors throughout the winter, 
independent of SDCC coordination. 

 Liz visited Lee Farms (CSA Program) in Truxton, MO on their annual farm visit day. 
 

Friends Campaign 

 Received 82 donations so far, including 11 at or above the new $250 level. 

 7 Board Members have donated to the 2014 Friends Campaign, while 6 Board Members 
have yet to contribute. 

 
CDA 

 CDA recommended that SDCC receive $16,000 for a “Senior Services” project in 2015 
which will be championed by the Neighborhood Services Committee.  

 Held the 2014 Programmatic Site Monitoring Visit with our monitor, Ms. Antoinette Clark, 
which resulted in no findings and four minor concerns, none with financial consequences. 

 Attended two mandatory capacity building sessions.  

 Submitted reimbursement requests for three Better Block criteria totaling $25,000. 
 

Financials / Accounting / Banking / Insurance 

 Coordinated payroll & accounting paperwork. 

 Prepared September checks, made deposits; entered transactions in QuickBooks  

 Prepared September Balance Sheet and Actual vs. Budget reports 
 
 
Communication   

 Created and sent September and October Newsletter, email announcements & reminders. 

 Heavily marketed the Better Block Project, Homecoming, and Energy Efficiency Workshop. 

 Posted on Facebook & Twitter and updated SD Website with current content, news and 
upcoming events. 

 Created event flyers. 
 
Committees 

 Executive: Worked with committee to coordinate meetings. 

 Neighborhood Services: Worked with committee to coordinate meetings and the annual 
food drive scheduled for September 25. 

 Security: Helped to coordinate the meeting with 7th District, Washington University Police, 
and Circuit Attorney’s office and compiled Calls for Service.  

 
Other Community Participation 

 Attended Loop SBD meeting. 
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Skinker DeBaliviere Master Plan Final Review and Approval 
 
David Whiteman, staff and former executive director, presented the final Skinker DeBaliviere Urban 
Design and Development Plan (also known as the master plan). The Board had received the full plan 
via email prior to the meeting and hard copies of the Executive Summary and David’s presentation 
were handed out.  
 
David reviewed the history and background of the master plan; the master planning process, 
participation, and inclusion; the content of the plan; and momentum, meaning things out of the plan 
that are already happening. He spent some time explaining the implications of approving/adopting the 
plan. Specifically,  
 

 The Board is being asked to approve that our consultant, H3 Studio, has fulfilled their 
contractual obligations. 

 Approving the plan does not commit the Council to realizing any particular concept from 
the plan. The plan is a tool to help achieve our Vision of the neighborhood by laying out 
strategies, attracting opportunities and partners, and protecting the neighborhood from 
unwanted or inappropriate development;  

 The Council needs to take a leadership role in promoting the plan. 
 
Upon SDCC’s approval of the plan, approval will also be sought from the Skinker DeBaliviere 
Community Housing Corporation (SDCHC). Once both entities approve the plan, SDCC will begin 
pursuing the adoption of the plan by the City of St. Louis as the official neighborhood plan for Skinker 
DeBaliviere. 
 
In the course of discussion, Jeff pointed out that in the four recommendations for the Delmar East 
Loop, “Create a New Streetscape for Improved Walkability & Bikeability" should be included so that 
the recommendations for Delmar are parallel to those for DeBaliviere. David agreed and said he 
would request the correction from H3 Studio. 
 
Joe made a motion to approve the 2014 Skinker DeBaliviere Urban Design and Development Plan, 
Nate Johnson seconded the motion, and it carried.   
 
 
Committee and Community Reports:  

Skinker DeBaliviere Community Housing Corporation: Gary Boehnke, executive director, reported 
that SDCHC is getting feedback from neighbors and potential buyer on the townhome project being 
considered for their lot on the southwest corner of Washington & Des Peres. The “Phoenix” 
redevelopment project at 5859 DeGiverville is going well. 
 
26th Ward Neighborhood Improvement Specialist: Jo Ann Rankins-Cannon informed the Board 
that on the last Thursday of the month at 7pm, there would be a town hall at Belt Ave & Bartmer Ave 
to discuss a new affordable housing development being planned for the area behind the old 
ConnectCare building. 
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SDCC Committee Reports – Submitted in Writing 
 

 
 

Historic District Committee 
 
Historic District Committee met on October 8 to discuss the proposed changes to the historic district standard 
and is working towards the next steps in the process. 
 
Nancy Hohmann, Chair, Historic District Committee, October 6, 2014 

 

 
Residential Committee 

 
We had a meeting last month to review the Housing Corp's plan for new housing on Des Peres. The committee 
provided feedback and shared their concerns with staff. 
 
Nicole Blumner, Chair, Residential Committee, October 6, 2014 

 

 
Beautification Committee 

 
The Growing Season Extension Workshop will be held on October 18

th
 at 10am in the McPherson Community 

Garden. The workshop will be led by Matt Even of Gateway Greening. Keep your garden growing into the colder 
months with cold frames, hoop houses and other techniques.   
 
Andy Cross, Chair, Beautification Committee, October 10, 2014 
 

  
Delmar Commercial Committee 

 
The Delmar Commercial Committee met with the owners and manager of the ADDRESS, a new restaurant and 
bar, which will be located at 5917 Delmar, previously the Office, and long ago, the Happy Taco.  The committee 
had a good discussion, with participation by several neighbors, including north of Delmar, and agreed to support 
their occupancy with stipulations about hours and noise level not to exceed 80 decibels after 9 p.m.  Parking 
issues in this area were also discussed, with Ald. Williamson agreeing that more permanent parking solutions 
need to be found.  The Alderman also brought up the unsightly property at the NW corner of Goodfellow and 
Delmar ("pet wash"?) and discussed the possibility of eminent domain in trying to deal with this difficult property 
owner. 
 
Jo Ann Vatcha, Chair, Delmar Commercial Committee, October 10, 2014 
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Skinker DeBaliviere Community 
Housing Corporation 

Board Meeting 
September 3, 2014 

 
Minutes 

Present:  Directors; Richard Bose, Erich Friesen, Richard Wilkes, Paul Hohmann, Tim Schoemehl and Matt 
Peters; Executive Director Gary Boehnke.   

Meeting called to order by President Paul Hohmann, at 6:05 p.m.   
 
Minutes from the August 20, 2014 meeting were read and Approved with correction. 
 
Executive Director Report 

Notes 

SD Better Block – The Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council’s Des Peres Better Block project is 
September 13, noon to four.  Gary asked if any of the Board members are available to help but up the sign 
at 521 Des Peres for the Townhome elevations or be at the event on Saturday to help host our event.  
 
S.D. Homecoming – The Council’s Homecoming event is October 4

th
 at Christman’s Studio.  Tickets are 

$50. 
 

5800 & 5900 Delmar Commercial District – Gary met with Jeff Mugg and John Mathews to discuss on going 
issues in the 5700-5900 Blocks of Delmar (trash, parking meters & traffic).  Reducing the traffic lanes from 
two to one each way would help a lot with traffic speed and make it more pedestrian friendly.  We want to 
get a larger group meeting regularly to continue to work on the issues in this area of Delmar. 

 

Project Report 

Project Report was reviewed; the following were noted and/or there were questions. 

#14010 521 Des Peres Townhomes – Was asked how the Residential Committee meeting went.  Gary 
thought the meeting went well; gave a description of the project that we are considering for the lot.  “Shared 
wall Townhomes, four units, three story, 3-bedrm., Sales price $325k - $350k”. There were questions at the 
meeting as to why we are looking at doing a project there and the type of project.  Why not an accessible 
project? 

When we were considering the market and the site we thought that townhomes were the most feasible for 
the site.  An accessible project does not work at that site; number and size of units does not support the cost 
of an elevator. 

Other Business 

Visit the Phoenix – The meeting was adjourned and the Board went to visit 5859 DeGiverville (Eric Trudo’s 
property and a joint Project with him and us) to check redevelopment progress. 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 6:29 p.m.   
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SDCHC Project Report 

October 13, 2014 
 
Proj #  Type  Name of Project  Status 
  
13005 Project Delmar/Hamilton Parking Lot Hold 
 Description 

To plan and design a surface parking lot at 5900 Delmar.  This will be a fee based parking lot for the 
Alanson and community.  This lot needs a minimum of 32 spaces, lighting and green space on the 
Delmar street side.   
 

13006 Project Replace Mansard Roof at 6008-10 Kingsbury Hold 
 Description 

The Mansard roof has to be replaced; its life has been stretched as far as it can go.  Looking at the cost 
of doing the roof with architectural shingles and tile.  The roof was tile originally. 

 
13011 Design 5859 DeGiverville Redevelopment Active 
 Description 
This property sat vacant for over seven years after it had a fire in 2006.  It is now in the hands of a friendly 
owner that wants to see it rehabbed; Eric Trudo.  We are working with Eric to design and fund the rehab.  It is a 
two & half story.  It will have 3 bedrooms, two and half baths, open on the third floor and everything else will be 
new (roof, plumbing, walls, windows & HVAC).  Expect that the project will be finished June of 2014 and sold at 
market. 
 
13013 Project Historic TC App. 5859 DeGiverville Active 
 Description 

Preparing the Missouri Historic Tax Credit Application for the renovation of the “Phoenix”.  There will 
also be a Neighborhood Preservation Tax Credit Application done.  We were hired by the owner, Eric 
Trudo, of 5859 DeGiverville to prepare both applications. 

 
14001 Project 2014 Small Projects Active 
 Description 

Small Maintenance and Improvement projects: Kingsbury - Exterior painting; Kingsbury - Deck repair 
and sealing; Alanson Building bath room subfloor replacement (Done); 5906 McPherson Deck Repair & 
Sealing. 

 

14004 Project North Des Peres Lots Complete 
 Description 

Exploring possible infill projects for on our lots and the two City lots.  The S.D. Neighborhood Plan calls 
for buildings on lots on the west side of Des Peres.  What would fit (foot print of the building) on the 
Lot(s) that could be sold at Market (or rented)?  What will the soil conditions allow or how costly to build 
on the Lot(s)?   

 
14010 Project 519-521 Des Peres Townhomes Active 
 Description 

Looking at a shared wall Townhome Project, new construction, on our lot at 521 Des Peres.  The 
Project concept is four units of shared townhomes, for sale, three story, facing and entry on Des Peres.  
Assessing the feasibility and reporting such to the Board. 
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Aldermanic Report:   

Lyda Krewson, 28th Ward Alderman, reported that she enjoyed the Skinker DeBaliviere Homecoming 
and The Energy Efficiency Workshop. She also mentioned that the Peacock Diner opened in the 
Delmar Loop. 
 
Old Business: 

None 

 

New Business: 

None 

 
The meeting was adjourned to closed session at 8:05 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Kelcy Siddall 
Liz Pund 
 

 


