
SDCC Board Meeting Minutes  

Monday November 14, 2016 7pm    
SDCC Office, 6008 Kingsbury Ave  

 

ATTENDANCE:   

Board Members Present:  James Holzer-President, Molly Rater-Secretary, Sheryl Davenport-Treasurer, 

Gayle Evans, Dan Hudspeth, Marilyn Olson (alternate for Anders Carlsson, Lana Stein (alternate for Joe 

Keaveny), Dan McGuire, Cheryl Adelstein, Rachel Asen 

Board Members Absent: Mary Pat O’Gorman, Joe Keaveny, Anders Carlsson, Jeff Mugg, Charlene 

Caburnay 

Staff:  Brandon Sterling  

Alderman:  Lyda Krewson  

Neighborhood Stabilization Officers:  None  

Visitors:  Andy Cross, Jimmy … 

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by President Jim Holzer at 7:05 pm.  

Community Announcements:   Lana Stein reported that there was a mugging on the 6100 block of 

Pershing.  Car windows have been broken around Waterman and Laurel.  Lana suggested we revisit 

Brandon’s idea of a citizen’s patrol.   

October 2016 Minutes:   Under Staff reports sentence that reads “Rosedale be allowed to use their 

profits for a tangible item” should be changed to “Council will pool with Rosedale’s money to buy a 

tangible item” Dan McGuire made a motion to approve the minutes as amended and Dan Hudspeth 

seconded. The motion carried.  

September 2016 Financials:   Treasurer’s report was not voted on due to some inaccurate payroll 

liabilities, a function of QuickBooks that Brandon will work with Ms. Adelstein to report better.  Friend’s 

campaign letters should go out this week and Brandon got a great rate for direct mailing. First Unitarian 

Church has committed 750 dollars to support Aging in Place.  

Homecoming:   Molly Rater reported that Homecoming was a success but attendance was lower than 

hoped for. Band and venue were highlights. Silent auction did not do as well as anticipated. Brandon 

anticipates that the event will make about 13,000. A detailed report will be given to the committee and 

the board one everything has been entered into Quickbooks. Brandon noted that those he knew that 

complained about the price did not attend even with the lowered ticket price.  



Aldermanic Reports:   Lyda reported that a proposal is going before the TIFF commission for a new 

property at Skinker and Delmar (now a gas station). This would be the first step of the public process. 

The developer is Pace Properties. The first level would be retail and the 2nd and 3rd floors would be office 

space.  FPP/Kingshighway closure has been postponed until December.  

Bylaws Approval:   Dan McGuire, Hitch Powell, Cheryl Adelstein, and Lana Stein were on the revision 

committee and all were present at tonight’s meeting. The board had been asked to review the 

document in the month since the last meeting. Cheryl Adelstein went over several technical revisions 

that she wanted to make to the document:  Organizations must list mailing address and physical 

location, SDCC will be changed to “the board” throughout the document. Brandon proposed the 

Neighborhood Services Committee name be changed to Neighborhood Programs Committee.   There 

was a long discussion about whether Business members should be allowed to have a vote on the board. 

Cheryl explained that institutional members are different from business members because they are 

nonprofits. Any business must apply to be on the board so the board would still have some say about 

what businesses could be on the board. Cheryl Adelstein made a motion that Business members be 

allowed a vote and Jim Holzer seconded. 2 board members voted against, 2 abstained, and 5 members 

approved. The motion carried. Dan Hudspeth pointed out that the need for quorum was not mentioned 

in the document. Dan McGuire recommended that a simple majority of members of a committee is 

needed to make motions. Brandon questioned whether or not the Diversity and Inclusion committee 

needed to be included in the new document. Dan McGuire suggested that a resolution could be made in 

January to form a special committee. An email from Dan McGuire was reviewed by the group. Dan is 

suggesting that the annual meeting be renamed the annual neighborhood meeting and changed to a 

new section 6 under Article IV. He suggests Section 5 in Article IV be changed to the annual board 

meeting and it should be spelled out what should happen at the first meeting of the year. The proposed 

by-laws now require that board terms being on Jan 1st so electing board members and officers would 

happen at this first meeting of the year.  Dan McGuire made a motion was made by to accept the 

proposed revisions by Dan McGurie and Cheryl Adelstein. Dan Hudspeth seconded the motion and the 

motion carried. Sheryl Davenport made a motion to approve the new By-laws as amended and Dan 

Hudspeth seconded. All were in favor and the motion carried.  

CDA-Life Update:  Brandon reported that we would not be receiving CDA funding after this year so that 

will be a 20,000 dollar budget deficit. Areas in North and South St Louis had been identified as being a 

higher priority.  Aging in Place has been renamed “Life for Longevity” and will be continued in some 

form in the Skinker-DeBaliviere neighborhood.  

 
SDCC Staff Report and Announcements  
 
Brandon highlighted that the Open House was successful and many past board members and neighbors 
attended. Cheryl Adelstein will help Brandon with the budget to present at the January meeting. The 
board will not meet in December but the executive committee will meet.  New board members and 
executive committee members need to be selected to be presented at the January meeting.  
 



Lease Outline for the McPherson Garden:  The document was reviewed by the committee. No action 
was taken until we clarify options and have more information about taxes and insurance.  
 
 
Committee and Community Reports:   
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Beautification and Arts Committee 

Our tree planting in Lucier Park was a big success, The 50 trees and 25 shrubs which Forest ReLeaf 
provided were big, healthy, and beautiful. Many neighbors came to the park to help plant, including new 
neighbors and families who have lived in Skinker DeBaliviere for over 50 years. Eric Trudo helped 
coordinate with neighbors living very close to Lucier Park, so they have even more ownership in the park 
by participating in its improvements. Families and individuals filled out cards and hung them on the 
trees stating their own names and the name they gave to the tree. We wrapped up the planting part of 
the day with a BBQ, and neighbors enjoyed each other’s company. During a dry stretch after the 
planting event we met and delivered buckets of water to all of the trees, and pledge to continue to keep 
the trees watered until they are established.  We owe a big thank you to Forest ReLeaf! This effort has 
already made a big improvement on the park, and will continue to improve it for years to come. 
 
Our Halloween Party sponsored by Rosedale Neighbors, SDCC, and Art Santen, was very well attended 
with great entertainment and a mix of SD neighbors as well as folks from outside of Skinker DeBaliviere. 
Thousands of trick -or- treaters filled the streets and left promptly at 8:00, with a few stragglers.  
 
The flowers and greenery you enjoyed at the SD Homecoming were from the McPherson Community 
Garden. Purple and yellow carnations from a nursery greenhouse were purchased to commemorate the 
50 anniversary, which accented the evergreen, dried flowers, fresh flowers, pampass grass, and herbs 
which made up the bulk of the arrangements. 
 
Wintermarkt, our outdoor food and crafts festival is coming soon! On Sat, Dec. 3, craftspersons and 
artisans will fill Greg Freeman Park at 4 Corners. This includes vendors from SD and youth vendors, a 
hands on woodworking demo, our great food booth with BBQ and baked goods. 7 live musical 
performances sponsored by Washington U. will be on the stage. You are invited to participate by 
donating baked goods to the food booth, or join in the event by volunteering to work in the food booth 
or throughout the festival. 
 
Thanks, 
 Andy, Chair 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Delmar Commercial Committee 

No report  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 



Historic District Committee 

Nothing to report this month  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Neighborhood Funding Steering Committee  

Brandon reported that the survey gauging interest will be closing on November 30th.  163 neighbors 

have taken the survey and they are hoping for 200.  If greater than 50% of survey takers are in support a 

new committee will form and the process will continue. Brian Phillips from Park Central has been 

helping the committee.  

 

Neighborhood Services Committee 

No report submitted  

 

Skinker DeBaliviere Community Housing Corporation 

October 5th/19th board meeting minutes and project report submitted separately 

  

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Diversity and Inclusion Committee 

1st meeting will be held on Wed November 16th at the Palomino Lounge  

Residential Committee 

Nothing to report this month  

 

Security Committee 

Minutes of October 4th Meeting 

A Wash U student's brand-new Audi was stolen. 
 



In the alley between 5700 DeGiverville and Waterman, a woman was robbed in the alley by 4 youth and 
her car was stolen.  It was recovered in Illinois.   
Brian Kolde, neighborhood improvement specialist talked about lighting.  The alley light by the site of 
the robbery was not on; crime occurred about 10pm.  He said that construction on Delmar apparently 
caused a number of lights to be out.  For alley lights, residents should call Ameren and give them the 
pole number on the light pole.  For street lights, call 622-4800, the Citizens Service Bureau 
 
A week or so ago, young guys had been fighting at the Delmar MetroLink station.  One fellow was being 
beaten.  He ran into Fork & Styx through an open back door.  His pursuers followed through in the front 
door and damaged tables, scaring diners, and taking the landlady's cell phone. 
 
The general consensus appeared to be that Metro police are missing in action.  Is Metro doing 
anything?  St. Louis County police actually control the trains at DeBaliviere and Delmar, per Officer 
Ortbals of the SLMPD.  The city police are shorthanded and are putting in lots of overtime. 
 
Ortbals said larceny is driving crime in our neighborhood.  There were 2 burglaries of unlocked cars 
owned by Wash U students.  A purse snatching occurred.  The victim was walking east on the 5700 block 
of Waterman. 
 
Metro's police are retired county police and private security.  The latter can only call if they see an 
incident.  Metro stations are a problem because it is an open system (no turnstiles).   
 
There are problems at Delmar and Laurel.  On a block going one way north, people frequently drive 
south.  People also don't stop at the signs at Waterman and DeGiverville. 
 
There is no money in the trolley budget for security. 
 
Brandon Sterling, SDCC director, suggested forming groups of citizens to walk and/or drive the 
neighborhood to show that people are watching.  They would have no enforcement powers but have a 
group of people on the street to spot incongruencies and deter by presence. 
 
Submitted by Lana Stein 
 

 

Old Business:  None  

New Business:  None  

Motion to adjourn the meeting made at 9:35 pm.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by Molly Rater, Secretary 

 

 
 
 


