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3. Background Information 
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Questions? Contact Nancy Hohmann at nancy.m.hohmann@gmail.com or the Community Council Office 

at (314) 862-5122. 

 

 

1. Introduction 
 

The Skinker DeBaliviere Historic District Committee has been working for the past year to improve and 

update the Skinker DeBaliviere-Catlin Tract-Parkview Historic District Ordinance. More than 40 years 

have passed since it was enacted in 1972 so the time has come to update the ordinance to account for 

modern construction practices and materials.  Neighbors and community members are invited to view 

the proposed changes and provide comments to the committee at two open house meetings at the 

SDCC Office: Tuesday, July 14 from 6-8pm, and Saturday, July 18 from 10am-12pm. 

 

Can’t make the open house? Copies of the proposal are available in the Council office that can be 

picked up during the office business hours and on the Council website, www.skinkerd.org.  

 

Questions? Contact Nancy Hohmann at nancy.m.hohmann@gmail.com or the Community Council Office 

at (314) 862-5122. 

 

 

2a. Summary of Changes to Skinker DeBaliviere Historic District Ordinance: 
 

This list summarizes the proposed changes to the Historic District Ordinance. The current ordinance and 

a draft of the proposed updated ordinance are available to view and download on the SDCC website 

(www.skinkerd.org) and/or can be picked up at the SDCC office during regular business hours. 

 

Section 1 (Summary of Ordinance):  This section will be edited to reflect the new language of Section 4 

and the complete removal of Section 5. 

 

Section 4 (Appearance Standards):  Almost all of this section will be replaced with the proposed new 

standard.  The new section will start with a new statement of intent, followed by definitions referred to 

in the proposed new standard.  The appearance standard items are now categorized by construction 
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categories, listed in a manner similar to the way these items would be in a construction budget or 

construction proposal.  Existing building standards are now separate from new building standards.  

These had previously been combined into one description.   The new standard explains the methods and 

materials for both existing buildings and new construction in greater detail.  Commercial construction 

materials and methods have been blended into the standards for existing structures and new 

construction. 

 

--Skinker DeBaliviere will adopt the City’s solar panel standard for visibility.  New solar panels may not 

be installed on a visible façade.   

 

--Tuckpointing/repointing materials and techniques are now elaborated on, included types of mortar to 

be used, in the new standard.  

 

--Paint colors for stucco and cement materials are now addressed.  

 

--Preferred methods for closing existing coal chutes are detailed in the new standard. 

 

--Security bars on visible windows are now addressed. 

 

--Window requirements are spelled out in greater detail, providing for new advances in window 

construction, including sash repair and replacement. 

 

--Porch alterations are given greater detail, including type of materials, type of handrails, front entrance 

doors and transoms, and providing for accessibility.  

 

--Cornice repair now allows for materials other than wood to be used, as long as the material can be 

painted.   

 

--Garage doors that face a visible façade are now addressed. 

 

--Building additions on existing structures are now addressed, including standards for additions that will 

be on a visible façade. 

 

--Retaining walls and vegetation are described in greater detail.  Chain link fencing on visible facades is 

no longer allowed.  Public sidewalks are described in detail. 

 

Section 5 (Restoration & New Development Plan):  This section will be removed as it has been 

addressed in the Skinker-DeBaliviere Urban Design and Development Plan of 2014, the Transit Oriented 

Development Plans of 2013, and the Delmar Loop Retail Plan of 2011. 

 

 

2b. The following remains the same in the new proposed new ordinance: 
 

--Section 2 (Legal Description) remains the same and intact in the ordinance. 

 

--Section 3 (Historic Significance) remains the same and intact in the ordinance. 



 

--Catlin Tract and Parkview are still governed by their trustee documents, and the more restrictive 

standard takes precedence over the Skinker DeBaliviere Historic District Ordinance. 

 

--The extent of regulation remains the same, in that the standard still applies to visible facades only. 

 

--Covering of historic components with maintenance free material is still not acceptable.  Vinyl windows 

remain unacceptable on visible facades. 

 

--Standards for demolition remain the same. 

 

--New construction may be modern in design but should be proportionate to the surrounding buildings.   

Construction materials for new buildings remains consistent with the current standard. 

 

--Gutters and downspouts, painting of wood or metal elements, repair of a small percentage of a single 

element (retaining wall, fence, steps, porches, etc), and repair of flat roofing where no parapet work is 

required are not regulated by these standards, but still may be subject to a building permit. 

 

3a. About City Historic Districts 

 
“City or Local Historic Districts are created by Ordinance at the request of the Alderman and/or property 

owners in the district.  The designation process for local districts requires that a petition be filed: by the 

staff of the St. Louis Preservation Board; the Alderman of the ward with the proposed district; or by at 

least 10% of the property owners within it. After numerous public hearings, the Preservation Board and 

the Board of Aldermen must approve the petition for the district to be designated. 

 

“Each City historic district ordinance has a unique set of rehabilitation and design standards that were 

developed by neighborhood residents. All changes to building exteriors must be reviewed for 

compliance with each district's standards, usually by the Cultural Resources Office. (CRO) For larger 

projects, review by the Preservation Board may be required. 

 

“The City has 17 local historic districts, 10 of which are Certified Local Historic Districts.  These districts 

have been determined by the Department of the Interior to be eligible for the National Register of 

Historic Places and have all the benefits of being listed in the Register.” 

 

More information about City Historic Districts can be found on the City of St. Louis website: 

https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/planning/cultural-resources/reviews/City-

Historic-Districts.cfm  

 

3b. About the Cultural Resources Office (CRO) and the St. Louis Preservation 

Board 
 

“The Cultural Resources Office (CRO) works with property owners, neighborhoods, City departments, 

public agencies and elected officials to preserve our City's historic and cultural heritage. Under 

applicable standards and ordinances, we review: 

 exterior changes to City Landmarks and buildings in City Historic Districts; 
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 demolitions in Preservation Review Districts and National Register Historic Districts; 

 projects funded by the City or that affect City-owned property 

 City projects funded by the Department of Housing and Urban Development.” 

 

“The Preservation Board is a 9-member panel of citizens and design professionals appointed by the 

Mayor, charged with ensuring that the historic and cultural character of the City's designated districts 

and landmarks are protected and preserved. The Board: 

 recommends historic district and landmark designations; 

 advises City Administration and the Board of Aldermen on preservation issues; 

 reviews major development proposals in historic districts; 

 hears appeals of decisions by the Cultural Resources Office.” 

 

More information about CRO and the Preservation Board can be found on the City of St. Louis website: 

https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/planning/cultural-resources/  
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