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Skinker DeBaliviere Community 
Housing Corporation 

Board Meeting 
February 7, 2018 

 
Minutes 

 
Present:  Directors; Alice Stanley, Richard Bose, Erich Friesen by phone and Paul Hohmann; Executive 
Director Gary Boehnke. 
The meeting was called to order by President Erich Friesen, at 6:31 p.m.  
 
Minutes from the January 3, 2018 meeting were read and approved. 
 
Executive Director Report 
Notes 
SDCC Police & Firefighter Luncheon – The neighborhood’s appreciation luncheon for our police and 
firefighters is next week February 16.  
 
Holiday Lighting for East of METRO Tracks – Gary met with Alderman Williamson and Joe Edwards to 
discuss holiday lights for Delmar east of the Metro Link tracks.  It has long been desired/discussed that 
holiday lighting would happen on Delmar to the east of the metro tracks.   
 
The street is wide that direction and the street light poles do not line up across the street from each other, so 
strings of lights will not work, it will be individual pole hanging lights.  The other issue is that street lights 
use 420 Volts and holiday lighting uses 120 Volts, so the poles need step down transformers.  We have 
been visiting with the Alderman over the years about using Ward Capital funds to install these transformers 
and he had been open to the idea.  Board of Public Service was giving Alderman Williamson very high 
estimates for installing the transformers and with other needs in the Ward this capital improvement had not 
been able to be funded. 
 
Joe and Gary had been visiting about the need for the lighting and that now the CID had the funds to buy 
more lights.  Gary asked Joe if he would get a quote for the install of the transformers (Joe had been 
working with a company on Loop electrical needs) and we would then meet with the Alderman.   
 
We shared the quote with Alderman Williamson and discussed the desire to have hang holiday lighting in 
the 5900 and 5800 blocks; maybe to DeBaliviere.  The Alderman said that holiday lighting was one of the 
main things he heard about from neighbors and business.  Alderman Williamson said that he would request 
up to $30k of capital improvement funds to be used for installation of the step-down transformers. 
 
Gary and Alderman Williamson discussed other issues and improvements in the 26th Ward and Delmar. 
 
Gary suggested to the Board that during the next planning session they might consider adding the 
“improvement and redevelopment of Delmar” to their Current Objective list.  The Board has given 
numerus Board member and staff hours over the years along with projects, and still do, for the continued 
redevelopment of Delmar. 
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Dissolution of the East Loop/Parkview Gardens SBD – Gary was asked to represent the SBD, because none 
of the SDB officers could attend and Gary had been involved with the SBD and creation of the new CID, at 
the Ways and Means hearing of the Bill (Intro. by Alderwoman Navarro) to dissolve the SBD and 
discharge the Board members.  He was not called on to answer any questions for the Commission.  It was 
approved by Ways & Means Commission. 
 
Project Report 
Gary noted the following: 

The report contained the information from the January 3 Project Report too; due to time constraints for the 
January meeting it had been removed from the agenda. 
 
#16000 5906 McPherson 3 East – This project is complete, the unit is ready to be shown and leased; there 
are a couple of small items that Gary would like to still address before a move in. 
 
#16011 Property Tax Liability -   This committee has completed its work.  Tim and Gary are following up 
on the property tax assessment for the Alanson; 2017 was the last year of abatement for the Alanson. 
 
#17001 2017 Small Projects – is Complete/Closed 
 
#18001 Alanson 2017 Review & Tax Return – Draft Financial Report is being reviewed by Gary and will 
then be shared with the partnership and financial entities.  The process is going very well this year.  About 
a month ahead of where we have been historically at this stage. 
 
The Project Report has the wrong project description for the “520 Des Peres Dog Park project.  There has 
been an annual “small project” project on the Project Report and that number is #18003 for this year. 
 
Property & Projects 
#18002 520 Des Peres Dog Park – The 520 Des Peres Dog Park Project Team met January 18 to discuss 
how to move this project forward in partnership with the SD Neighborhood that has long said it wants a 
Dog Park in Skinker DeBaliviere.   
They discussed the Capital Improvement Budget that would be needed, reviewed the City requirements for 
a dog park and reviewed a structure of how they would/could work with the Dog Park Group (the users) 
and SDCC.   
With donations of cash and capital items the project is about 40% funded.  The Project Team is also hoping 
and discussing the potential of other capital item donations. 
The Team discussed possible people that might be willing to help lead the Dog Park Group.  Team 
members are going to contact those folks.  Gary has shared the Project Structure with Brandon for input 
and his thoughts on leadership for the SD Dog Park Group. 
To date there is not people that have agreed to serve as the leadership for the SD Dog Park Group. 
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Other Business 
5700 Block DeGiverville Problem Properties – 5727 DeGiverville, and to a lesser extent 5731, has been a 
long term problem property; with numerus CSB and Building code complaints.  Currently a section of the 
roof is unsecured and threating the building to the east.  The City is considering using emergency demo to 
deal with that threat.   
 
The owner has said he is willing to sell, but wants $45k for the property.  It would be very tough for a 
developer to make a profit on this property.  It would help a developer if 5731 were also part of the 
redevelopment.  A rehabbed 5727 would sell for less with the vacant and in poor condition 5731 next door.   
 
A best case rehab Proforma was reviewed.  Purchase Price $45k, soft costs $60k, construction cost $200k 
has the total rehab project cost at $305,000.  This is without an inspection of the property to see if there are 
any other issues.  Again best case market sale of the house after rehab is about $260,000, cost to sell the 
house would be about $18,400 leaving sale proceeds at $241,500.  With these numbers the rehab project 
would have about a $60k loss.  Using historic tax credits with the project would have it break about even.  
As a non-profit SDCHC can not get historic tax credits.  If this house is going to be redevelop it is going to 
have to have a private owner. 
 
The Board discussed this property for some time and would prefer to see it saved, but with little chance that 
a rehab, even with historic tax credits, that the project would only maybe breakeven the thought was are 
there other ways we might be able to work with a developer or owner to help save the property.  Both 
properties really need to be redeveloped.  Maybe it is best that 5727 be demoed.  Then 5731 could be 
rehabbed if that owner was open to selling at a price that lets the redevelopment work.  Other developers 
might be willing to do an infill project at 5727 DeGiverville once that is a vacant lot.  The Board is open to 
any discussions with other parties as to how the properties might be redeveloped. 
 
Motion was made to move to closed session and passed at 7:28 p.m. 
Returned to regular session at 7:45 
 
Moved to Adjourn 7:46 p.m. 
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