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Skinker DeBaliviere Community 
Housing Corporation 

Board Meeting 
February 21, 2018 

 
Minutes 

 
Present:  Directors; Erich Friesen, Richard Bose, Paul Hohmann and Alice Stanley by phone; Executive 
Director Gary Boehnke; Guests; Susie Feinberg, JoAnn Vatcha, Marvin Nodiff, Lana Stein and Karleen 
Hoerr. 
The meeting was called to order by President Erich Friesen, at 6:33 p.m.  
 
Minutes from the February 7, 2018 meeting were read and approved. 
 
Other Business 
Ad hoc group – Erich offered the floor to Susie Feinberg to address the Board on behalf of the ad hoc 
group.  Susie replied that she had not intended nor was she prepared to address the Board.  Gary apologized 
he had misunderstood Susie’s phone inquiry and thought she was requesting time to speak to the Board.  
Erich again offered the floor to Susie as the time was available. 
 
Susie stated that she would like time at a future meeting to address the Board on several concerns and 
issues.  She and all of the ad hoc group have invested many decades of their lives; care greatly about the 
neighborhood and its future, and how the Housing Corp contributes positively to it.  She expressed the 
following concerns on behalf of herself and the ad hoc group: 1. 2018 meeting notice did not have this 
meeting on the schedule. [SDCHC does have meetings that are scheduled as necessary in addition to the 
shared meeting notice ones.  This meeting was not a regular meeting, but was only to deal with the Walker 
(in closed session), but the Board had set aside time for the ad hoc group].   2. The ad hoc group is not 
treated with respect. 3.  The ad hoc group is trying to help.  4. The Board is not fulfilling it fiduciary 
responsibilities.  5.  The Housing Corp has made mistake after mistake; like when the $10k that was owed 
to the Housing Corp; Gary did not have it included as part of the total loan due for/at the closing of 5859 
DeGiverville.  6. The Housing Corp is not in compliance with its By-Laws as to the number of board 
members required to have a quorum. [The Board is aware that the By-Laws say a quorum is to be five.  
This did not get addressed, changing the By-laws, before a board member resigned in January and the 
Board will be dealing with that in the future.]  7. They have concerns as to under what circumstances 
SDCHC goes into closed session.  State law only allows closed sessions for a few reasons.  The ad hoc 
group has seen things show up in the minutes that were/may have been discussed in a closed meeting.  8.  
The Walker should not be a project, it is going to lose money and those funds should be used on the 
vacant/problem housing stock. 
 
Marvin Nodiff asked to address the Board – 1. He has concerns about the financial records that are shared 
with the public; all records should be shared, so you are not in compliance with state law.  2.  The housing 
corp. should be more focused on the occupancy and zoning issues that the neighborhood has.  [SDCHC has 
a volunteer that attends SDCC subcommittee on zoning & occupancy and reports back to the Board on 
work that committee is doing.]  3.  No one is going to buy a Walker unit; they wouldn’t appeal to families 
with children or the elderly.  We should not have asked for property tax abatement on the Walker.  The cost 
of the Walker’s units is too high for the neighborhood.  4.  The Housing Corp should be more focused on 
the existing housing stock in SD. 
 



2 of 2  

JoAnn shared with us her belief that the Walker will drain SDCHC assets.  She noted; your goals state that 
you want to work with other groups.  So why not work with more with them? 
 
Karleen Hoerr indicated that while the sales agents for the Walker are highly competent and reputable; she 
believes that the Walker is a flawed project. 
 
When asked what are you specifically wanting from SDCHC?  1.  They would like a seat or seats on the 
SDCHC Board.  2.  They do not what SDCHC to build the Walker.  3.  They want SDCHC to do more with 
existing problem SD housing stock. 
 
Motion was made to move to closed session and passed at 7:24 p.m. 
Returned to regular session at 9:15 p.m. 
 
Gary and Richard shared that the City had done an emergency demo of the roof at 5727 DeGiverville; the 
roof was sliding towards the house to the east.  Richard shared a current picture. 
 
Moved to Adjourn 9:18 p.m. 
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